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H E Principles and Spirit of that 
Church, whoſe unſucceſsful attempts 
on our Religion and Liberties gave 


cC0,ccaſion for the preſent. Solemnity, 
3 have juſtly been obſerv d to reſemble in ſe- 
3 veral reſpects thoſe of Phariſaiſm among the 
3 Jeus. Nor is there perhaps any circumſtance 
in which they approach nearer to each other, 
than in being alike ſubje& to the heavy im- 
e of making the Word of God of none ef- 
Fett through their Traditions. That our Romiſþ 
Adverſaries are on many accounts liable to this 
Charge, might eafily be made appear. But I 
mall at preſent confine myſelf to one impor- 
tant Article of it, namely the Tendency which 
their Doctrines and Principles have to pro- 
mote the cauſe. of Scepticiſm and Infidelity, 
to render the Word of God of none effett by de- 
* the Credibility of it. A point this, 
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which may deſerye our attention, as it opens 


to us the true Nature and Spirit of Popery, 


is an Anſwer to a like Charge frequently 


brought by the Church of Rome againſt the 


Reformation, and at the ſame time clears the 
Goſpel from ſome of thoſe: aſperſions, which 


our modern Unbelieyers have ſo induſtriouſly 


rak'd from the Corraptions of it. In pur- 


ſuance therefore of this deſign, I ſhall 


I. Enquire how: far Popery affects thoſe 
diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtics of Chriſtianity, 


which conſtitute its internal Evidence. And 


II. Examine in like manner the effect it has 


on the external Proofs of it. 


And frft, the Advocates for Chriſtianity ge- 
nerally begin with obſerving the great Expe- 
diency of a clear, comprehenſive, and determi- 


nate written Syſtem of Religion, and the Pro- 


bability thence ariſing, that ſomething of this 
kind may have been afforded us by God. And, 


as this Character is, they apprehend, ſufficient- 
ly viſible in the Goſpel Revelation, they juſt- 


ly eſteem it no inconſiderable circumſtance in 
favour of its pretenſions to a Divine Origi- 
nal. But the avow'd Principles of the Rom: ſb 
Church require us to look upon the Holy 


Scriptures _ 


SS» 


[ 1 Seri ptures in a very different light, to conſi- 


der them as ſo imperfe# even in the moſt 
Pereda points of Faith and Practice, that 


1 oral Tradition muſt be call'd in to their aſ- 
. 5 1 ſiſtance, ſo obſcure and indeterminate in ſome 
of the fundamental articles of our Religion, 
that no private perſon can be ſufficiently ſe- 
cure of their true meaning, and fo liable to 
be perverted and abur d, that they cannot even 
ſafely be truſted with the Bulk of Mankind. 

b 1 Admirable Characteriſtics theſe of a divine Re- 
velation, and extremely proper to inſpire a 
Senſe of its Importance, and a favourable Pre- 
3 ſumption of its ſuppos d Authority 


But ſecondly, from this general view of the 


Revelation itſelf, let us proceed to the Do- 
_=Arines contain d in it. And here the firſt 
queſtion which ariſes concerning them, is, 
Wbether they are agreeable to right Reaſon, 
1 For if any one of them, when properly under- 
_ "Rood, is plainly contrary to it, this is of it- 
elf ſufficient to deſtroy the Authority of the 

 @hole Revelation. Doctrines may indeed un- 
doubtedly be ſuppos d to proceed from God, 


which mere unaſſiſted reaſon could not have 


3 diſcover'd, and which, when reveal'd, are ſtill 


in ſome reſpects ſo far above our reaſon, that 


$3 we may be unable perfectly to comprehend 


them. 


[8] 


them. Theſe, whatever difficulties may at- 
tend any attempt to be wiſe above what is 


written in a particular explanation of them, 


may yet juſtly be admitted under the notion 


of Myſteries. But where the caſe is different, 


where the nature of the ſubject is ſuch, that N 
we have the ſame clear and perfet view of it, 


which we have of any other that falls within 


the reach of our underſtandings, a Doctrine 


which is contain d in a pretended Revelation, 


and yet plainly contradicts thoſe Principles and 3 


Obſervations by which we judge of all other 


objects, is not only to be rejected it ſelf as ab-. 
ſurd, but expoſes likewiſe the whole Syſtem of 


which it is a part, to our contempt and ridi- 
cule. - And ſuch, if any ſuch there be, is this 
aſſertion of the Church of Rome, That in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper one finite na- 
tural Body is really and ſubſtantially chang d 
into another, whilſt every circumſtance by 
which we can poſlibly diſtinguiſh one Body 
from another, remains perfectly the ſame. An 
abſurdity ſo glaring, that, notwithſtanding the 
vaſt multitude of dark terms and unmeaning 
diſtinctions with which the ſubtle defenders 
of it have endeavour'd to palliate this vile 
blunder of their ignorant anceſtors, it effe- 


ctually, if it be the Doctrine of Chriſt, over- 
throws 


t- be the Credibility of his Goſpel : Not to 
is mention that the Writers of the Rom:/b Church 
mn, = © have frequently done their utmoſt to ſtrength- 
In # en this objection, by repreſenting (in order 
i, | to make us give up our underſtandings entire- 
at 7 in matters of Religion) Faith and Reaſon 
i, | as equally at variance with each other through- 
in 2 I out the whole Syſtem of Chriſtianity. 
ne The next thing worthy our notice in the in- 
n, ternal Evidence of the Goſpel is the Purity 
nd ; and Excellence of its Morality, or in other 
er { words the ſuppos'd tendency of its Doctrines 
b. and Precepts to recommend to us the moſt 
> exalted ſcheme of Virtue, and to enforce the 
univerſal practice of it by every the moſt pre- 
vailing conſideration imaginable. This is a 
= circumſtance, which is not indeed of itſelf ſuf- 
ficient to prove the Divine Authority of our 
Religion, and yet the Want of it could not 
but conclude ſtrongly to its diſadvantage. The 
Tendency therefore of any ſingle Doctrine to 
the contrary, to ſerve the intereſts of Vice, 
or weaken the Obligations to Virtue, becomes 
ng a conſiderable objection to it. And is not 
= Chriſtianity, as it ſtands upon the Plan of our 
Romiſh adverſaries, viſibly liable to this ob- 
jection? For, not to inſiſt on ſome of the 
infamous Maxims of their Caſuiſts, becauſe 


B though 


——— ——— — 2 
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though approv'd by too many, they are yet 


diſavow'd by others; not to inſiſt, I ſay, on E- 
theſe, Is it not evidently deſtructive of the 


neceſſity of a good Life, to ſuppoſe that the 
Prieſt is inveſted with a judicial Authority to 
forgive ſins, and that a very imperfe& degree _ 


of ſorrow for them, ariſing merely from Fear 


of Puniſhment, (ſuch an one indeed as the 


moſt hardned Sinner will ſometimes feel, and 
which may produce only ſome faint and ſud- 
den thoughts of Amendment) that ſuch * At- 
trition ſufficiently qualifies us for this autho- 
'ritative Abſolution? So that all the hazard 
which the moſt wicked man runs of his falya- _ 


tion, is only the danger of ſo ſadden a death 
as gives him no ſpace for the momentary Act, 
on which his happineſs depends; a chance, 
which whoeyer is ſtrongly addicted to his yices 
will be too apt to run, when remiſſion of them 


may at any time be had on ſuch eaſy terms, 


_ Farther, the great, and indeed the only ſuf- 


| ficient enforcement of virtue with the Bulk of 


Mankind, ariſes from a conviction that their 
behayiour here abſolutely determines them to 


Eternal Happineſs or Miſery hereafter, and 


that nothing to be done by others can atone 
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for the want of what they may and ought to 


ES 7 do for themſelves. If then the Goſpel really 
7 teaches a Purgatory; Or that, beſides the eter- 
5 nal ſtate of torment which it threatens, there 


is another, the puniſhments of which are only 


A temporary, and that theſe may be alleviated 
f 3 by what others may do for us, the whole 
force of the former is at once effectually elu- 
ded by the latter. Few even of the moſt 
abandon d ſinners will be induc'd to think ſo 
$ ill of their own caſe, as not to imagine others 
more wicked than themſelves, for whom alone 
9 | the worſt is reſery'd. Each will rank himſelf 
in the number of thoſe, whom ſome degree 
of temporary puniſhment muſt at laſt reſtore 
to the Divine favour. And when this point 
is once gain d, the doctrine of Maſſes, Pe- 


© nances, and Indulgences is ready at hand, to 
diſſipate the poor remainder of thoſe guilty 
Tears which Natural Conſcience might have 
otherwiſe kept alive in him. 
Io theſe Doctrines ſo evidently deſtructive 
of Private Virtue, the Solemnity of this Day 


calls upon us to join the ſcandalous but avow d 


Principles and Practices of Popery with reſpect 
to Civil Society. Its pretended right not on- 


ly to perſecute ſingle Perſons, but to devote 
Whole Nations to deſtruction on account of 


Reli- 


L121 


Religion, and the repeated execution of ſuch 
horrid ſentences by the blackeſt Treachery, 
and moſt inhuman Maſſacres. Add to theſe 
that abſurd and deteſtable Poſition, which both _ 
Our Romiſh Princes ſince the Reformation have 
given Us ſufficient reaſon to remember, that 
the moſt ſolemn promiſes and compacts made 
with Heretics are either void in themſelves, 
or at leaſt, whenever they at all affect the in- 
tereſts of the Church, may entirely be diſ- 
ſolv'd by her Authority. A poſition this ſo 
deſtructive of all mutual confidence, that, if 
men were not ſometimes better than their 
principles oblige them to be, we might juſtly 
conſider the members of that communion as 
perſons of no Faith, and enemies to Human 
Society. 9 rage Hg 
To ſay then that ſuch Doctrines and Pra- 
ctices barely affect the particular Argument a- 
bovemention d in favour of the Goſpel ariſing 
from the ſuppos d Excellence of its Morality, 
would be giving up the point I am concern d 
to prove. Since they entirely deſtroy the very 
Credibility of any Syſtem with which they are 
connected; unleſs we can ſuppoſe it conſiſtent 
with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God to re- 
yeal to us a Scheme of duty, which inſtead of 
improving the Law of Nature tends to weaker 
and corrupt it. The 


[9 3 


3 7 | The ſame obſervations may with equal ju- 
| 3 ; ice be extended to the Religious Principles 
and practices of the Church of Rome. It was 
the diſtinguiſhing glory of the Goſpel Revela- 
tion, according to Our notions of it, that it 
_ _effetually overthrew the Polytheiſm, Idolatry, 
and Superſtition of the Heathen World, and 
ſubſtituted the moſt rational and ſpiritual wor- 
ſhip of the One True God in the place of 
"them. But has not Popery ſtudiouſly as it 
pere effac'd this illuſtrious evidence of Chri- 
tianity, by reviving the Pagan Superſtition un- 
dier a ſomewhat different appearance? By the 
Adoration of the Croſs and other Images, by 


the veneration it pays to Saints and Angels, 
yy the introduction of ſuch a vaſt and conti- 


nually increaſing multitude of imaginary Me- 
Jiators, that the homage which is due by the 
Light of Reaſon to the Almighty Father of 
the Univerſe, and by the Chriſtian Scheme to 
dur Divine Redeemer and Sanctifier, is almoſt 


totally obſcur d and ſwallow'd up by them. 
Much however has been ſaid by the Wri- 
ters of the Romzſb Communion to vindicate 


_ themſelves from this heavy imputation. But 


it is their misfortune, that they do not more 


2 nearly reſemble their Heathen Maſters in 
Peir Plan, than in all the ſeveral Preten- 


ces, 


[14 ] 

ces, by which they have endeavour d to pal. 3 
liate the abſurdity of it. The glorious and * 
exalted State of theſe objects of religious ve- 
neration — the limited Nature of the regard 
paid to them, founded principally on the no- 
tion of a delegated authority from the Supreme 
God, and their mediation with Him for u- 
the Reaſonableneſs of ſuppoſing them employd 
in this and other kind offices, particularly for 
any nation or ſet of men, to whom they have 
heretofore born ſome Relation, or who may 
have humbly plac d a peculiar Dependance up- 
on them — the Uſefulneſs of immediately ad- 
dreſſing ourſelves to ſome viſible ſymbols or 
repreſentations of theſe our benefactors, to 
heighten our devotion to them and laſtly, the _ 
infinite Senſe at the ſame time expreſs'd of 
the Majeſty of the Supreme God, by thus ac- 
knowledging ourſelves unworthy to hold a 
more direct and conſtant intercourſe with Him, 
— All theſe ingenious and plauſible Topics, to- 
gether with an affected readineſs to diſclaim 
any thing which popular Practice might have 
eſtabliſh'd inconſiſtently with them, All theſe 
Topics were originally the offspring, not of the | 
dry, pedantic Schools of the Romzſb Commu- 
nion, but of the more refin'd and ſpecious a 
Aſſertors of the Heathen Theology. It would 
there- 


[ Is ] 


I tl erefore be a conſiderable reflection upon 
7 Chriſtianity, to ſuppoſe it to have demoliſh'd 
that pompons, but uſeleſs and zll-grounded, Fa- 
prick, only to ere another of an inſpid and 
f Gothic Model on the ſame Foundation. 

But the Foundation, it may be pretended, 
Fas good, and the only reaſon for deſtroying 


the Heathen Temples aroſe from their being 


1 polluted by the VUnworthineſs of their inhabi- 
F tants, from their being peopled either with 
imaginary beings, or with ſuch at leaſt as, if 
_ really exiſting, were too contemptible and o- 
*dious in the fight of God to be of any ad- 
Fantage to their votaries : Whereas the Chri- 


lian Shrines are adorn'd with objects every 


Pay deſerving our yeneration, with the great 
_ Inſtruments of Providence in revealing the 
Will of God to mankind, and the brighteſt. 
_ examples of heroic courage and conſtancy in 
their adherence to it, perſons who may rea- 

ſonably be ſuppos d to ſtand high in the Di- 
Vine favour, and who cannot but be concern'd 
For the profeſſors of that religion, which it 


was their peculiar honour to have eſtabliſh d 


and ſupported, And yet the Romiſh Church 
ſeems as it were to have induſtriouſiy depriv'd 


herſelf of the benefit even of this conſidera- 


Pa, which, tho it could not have ve a 


Species 
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Species of Worſhip that is thus wrong in itſelf, | 
yet might in ſome meaſure have leſſen d the 
Meanneſs and Abſurdity of it. For, not to 
enter into a minute detail of particulars, it is 
notorious, that many of her Saints are as much 
the Children of Fancy, as ſome of the Hea- 
then Deities; that others which did really 
exiſt, were perſons, for whom perhaps it might 
have been better, if they had never been; and 
laſtly, that the Bulk of them, tho more inno- 
cent, were yet ſo extravagantly ridiculous, that 
whoever reads the accounts which are given 
of them by their profeſs'd admirers, muſt take 
them for Fools or Madmen, and the Religion 
of which they are repreſented as the great 
Exemplars, to be the wild product of an en- 
thuſiaſtic and diſtemper'd imagination. = 

But neither the groveling Superſtition of the 
Vulgar, nor the more elevated and romantic 
Enthuſiaſm of her Saints, could ſo ſtrongly 
have affected the Credibility of the Goſpel, if 
they had not been carefully ſupported and en- 
courag d by wiſer heads as the Engines of 
Worldly Policy. The Wood, Hay, Stubble, 
which was laid by thoſe ignorant builders on 
the Foundation of Chriſtianity, might eafily 
have been remov'd, if, vile as they were in 
ada they had not been the fitteſt Ma | 
terials | 


e, 
the 
to That this is the light in which Popery ought 
t is principally to be conſider d, is evident. Since 
ach in every other view it appears to be a ſtrange 


ea. © and unaccountable Complication of the moſt tri- 
5 Kling abſurdities: whereas, when This Mirrour 
qs once applied, it immediately becomes a wiſe, 


| Regular, and uniform Syſtem, every part of which 


ally 
ght 


and 
no- 
hat 
Power of the Univerſe. The tendency of its 


ven 


ake © 
ion Etices to this One Point has often been de- 
ear onſtrated, and might eaſily be ſhewn at large, 
pere it not a much fitter ſubje& for a Treatiſe | 
= of Politics, than a Religious Enquiry. 

the = 

tic 


Fin} 


rials for erecting an arbitrary and lucrative 
ominion over the Conſciences of mankind. 


in ſome degree ſubſervient to its great de- 
gn of ingrofling to itſelf the Wealth and 


iſtinguiſning Doctrines, Principles, and Pra- 


Hence then the Spritual Nature of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, with all che internal Characters of 


its Divine Original ariſing from it, is effectual- 
y deſtroy d, and the Goſpel is render d, what 
7 its adverſaries have always endeavour d to re- 


preſent it as being, a mixture of Worldly Po- 
ey, Superſtition, and Enthuſiaſm. In this 


view of things, the argument drawn from 
the ſudden and extenſive Progreſs of our Re- 
ligion, vaniſhes at once; it being no way ſur- 
pPrizing, that a Scheme ſo indulgent to vul- 


C gar 
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gat Notions and Corruptions, and ſo well cal. 
culated to render it the Intereſt of the more 
knowing part of mankind to impoſe upon the 
weaker, ſhould be attended with all imagina- 
ble ſucceſs. Nay even the Sufferings of the 
Firſt Preachers of the Goſpel can no longer 
be depended upon as a proof of their Since- 
rity. Since Impoſtors are ſometimes known 

to fall a ſacrifice to a favourite project, the | 
advantage ariſing from which, if they could 
have put it in execution, would have ſuffi. 
ciently rewarded them for the dangers they 
underwent in ſupport of it. But theſe refle- 
| Mtons more properly belong to what I 


Secondly propos'd to confider, The Effect 
which Popery has on the external Evidence of 
our Religion. 


This indeed is a point, which, an what 
Has been already obſervd, it may ſeem need. 
leſs to inſiſt upon. For if Popery has ſo far 
alter d the very Spirit and Genius of Chri- 
ſtianity, as to render it a ſyſtem evidently un- 
worthy of a Divine Original, the conſidera- 
tion of any Faits that can be brought in ſup- 
port of ſuch a Revelation is entirely preclud- 
ed by it. They can at moſt amount but to 
an high degree of Moral Evidence in its fa- | 
your, 
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Four, whereas arguments drawn from the In- 


ore 


the 


na- 


Reſurrection of its Author. 


fternal Nature of a Religion may fall little, if 
at all, ſhort of Demonſtration againſt it. A 
0 ſew general reflections therefore will ſuffice 
the 
ger 
ce- 
Wn 
the 
uld 7% 


dor the preſent ſubject of our Enquiry. 
And the firſt which naturally occurs, and 


4 which has therefore been often handled at 
large, is the effect which the Doctrine of 


Tranſubſtantiation neceſſarily has on the Evi- 
dence of Senſe in matters of Religion, and 


conſequently on Miracles, as depending en- 
: tirely on this Evidence: 
not perhaps be ſet in a clearer light, than 
by conſidering it with a particular view to 


A point, which can- 


the Fundamental Miracle of Chriſtianity, the 
For what could 
even an Eye. witneſs of this Fact, ſuppoſing 
him at the ſame time to teach the Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, poſſibly ſay in defence 


of the former, which might not be immediate- 
ly retorted upon him with regard to the latter 


by his Heathen Adverſary? If he alledges 


that every outward circumſtance that can be 
imagin d, conſpir'd to beget in him a full per- 
ſwaſion that the Perſon and Body of Chriſt 
were evidently the ſame, both before and af- 
ter his crucifixion, the other may with equal 
reaſon and 1. reply, that the like com- 


* 4 


bination 
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bination of circumſtances equally conſpires ts 
convince him that the Bread and Wine after 
their conſecration remain as evidently the 
ſame. Nor is there any one of the moſt ſub- 
tle diſtin tions which the Church of Rome has 
invented, that can in the leaſt degree turn 
the ſcale in her favour. But if the caſe ſtands 
thus even with an Eye-witneſs of our Saviour's 
Reſurrection, how much more directly does it 
incline to the ſide of Infidelity with regard to 
Us at preſent, who muſt depend on the re- 
mote Teſtimony of Others for this and the like 
facts in ſupport of Chriſtianity, and have at 
the ſame time, upon this Her Scheme, an infi- 
nitely better Evidence, that of Our own Senſes, 
to the contrary. 
Nor is this the only inſtance in which Po- 
pery ſtrikes at the Miracles of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. The conſtant Pretenſions which the 
Church of Rome has made to a Power of the 
ſame extraordinary nature, and the little, low 
Artifices, to which ſhe has had recourſe in or- 
der to ſupport this her imaginary claim, viſibly 
tend to vilify the very Notion of Miracles, 
and derogate from the Effect, they would o- 
therwiſe have on the minds of men. Nay, 
will not an Unbeliever, that reſides within the 
pale of the Romz/b Church, thus naturally rea- 
85 oh ſon 


; : on with himſelf? «The firſt Chriſtians are ſaid 
to have been converted to the belief of the 
$ Goſpel, by Miracles of which they were either 


Fye-witneſſes themſelves, or of the Reality of 


—Fhich they had the living Teſtimonies of o- 
hers who were ſo. And the Church which 


informs me of this, informs me alſo, that She 


bas conſtantly been, and ſtill is, inveſted with 
the like extraordinary Power of performing 
Y them. May not I therefore, as the ſame Means 
| of Conviction, by which the firſt Chriſtians 
pere perſuaded of the truth of their Reli- 
2 gion, ſtill ſubſiſt, ſafely ſuſpend my judgement 


Concerning it, till They are afforded me? Or 


: * this be too much for every Single Perſon 


expect, Ought I not to begin my Enquiry 


wich examining into ſuch, as are ſaid to have 
been wrought neareſt to my own Time, and 
| When 1 have conſider d a proper Number of 


them, reſt the merits of the cauſe principally 


on Theſe?” That this is on many accounts the 
Moſt natural Method of proceeding in the caſe 
here ſuppos d, cannot be denied. Nor is it dif- 


ficult to eee what would too often be 


the Reſult of it, if we conſider how ill diſpos d 
4 perſon muſt be to pay a proper attention 


to the more antient Miracles of Chriſt and his 


olle, who has before-hand gradually de- 


tected 


tected a continued ſeries of Impoſture for ſe- 
veral ages c ph in their ſuppos d Succeſ. 
„. 
It is therefore che peculiar Honour and Hap. 
pineſs of the Reformation, to have reſcued the 
Original Evidences of Chriſtianity from this 
almoſt inſuperable prejudice againſt them TO 
have refer d the Unbeliever to Them for his 
conviction and to have properly directed him 
in forming his judgement concerning them, 
by laying down ſuch eaſy Rules with regard 
to the Nature of the actions themſelves, the 
End for which they were perform'd, and the 
other circumſtances relating to them, that 
theſe Subſtantial Miracles are almoſt at firſt 
View equally diſtinguiſhible from the viſonary) 
. Prodigies either of Antient or Modern Rome. 
z To theſe obſervations others may be added, 
particularly concerning the tendency which 
Popery has, to weaken the Credit of thoſe Re. 
cords, by which alone the Evidences of the 
Goſpel are at this diſtance of time fincerely 
convey'd to us. This the Church of Rome ef. 
fects, partly by reſting it, not on thoſe nat. 
ral Proofs, by which that of all other Writings | 
is ſupported, but on Her own Authority, (an 
Authority, which not only no one can admit, 
according to Her notion of it, till he is pre. 

vioully 


| 4 eenu Objections to the truth of 


3 TW 9 
_Fiouſly convinc'd of the Validity of her Char- 
ter, but which has likewiſe been too much im- 


pair d by the many notorious Forgeries She 


has been convicted of, to be almoſt heard even 
s a common Evidence ;) and partly by her en- 


deavours to put her Oral Traditions upon an 


Equal footing with theſe Original Records of 
Cghriſtianity; an attempt, which, however it 
may be intended only to ſerve het private pur- 


poſes with regard to the former, may yet eaſi- 


h be improv'd by an Unbeliever to the mani- 
 #> diſadyantage of the latter. 

DO pon this ſhort Survey then of the princi- 
pal circumſtances, that conſtitute the Evidence 
of our Religion, it appears that the Force and 
Luſtre of each of them is conſiderably weaten'd, 
and the Nature of ſome ſo entirely chang d by 


the peculiar Doctrines, Principles, and Pra- 
Rices of the Church of Rome, that they a- 
mount to a direct Proof of the contrary. This 
therefore may in the firſt place be applied, as 
an Anſwer to a like Charge brought by Her 
againſt the Reformation, as tending to en- 


_ +courage a ſpirit of Scepticiſm and Infidelity, 


Since in every one of the abovemention'd par- 


ticulars, we have, by departing from her Com- 


munion, in effect obviated ſo many different 


Chri- 
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Chriſtianity; and conſequently have done the 


utmoſt in our power to eſtabliſh a firm and 
well: grounded belief of it. But Infidelity has 


long ago openly ſet up its Standard amongſt 
Us, whereas no attempts of this kind diſ. 
turb Her repoſe. And wonderful indeed it 
would be, if the Abuſe of Liberty ſhould be 
found, where Liberty itſelf does not exiſt, 
That man muſt have an uncommon degree of 
reſolution, who ſhould venture to make a for. 
mal attack upon the avow'd Doctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity, in places where it is ſo dangerous to 


drop the leaſt inſinuation againſt the moſt ul. 
picious Notions of Popery. But do the Ob. 


jectors really perceive no Tendency to Scepti. 


ciſm and Infidelity among the Members of 


their own Communion? Did they never ob. 
ſerve, that in proportion to the reſtraints har i 7 
are laid on men's Words and Actions in mat. 
ters of Religion, there ariſes in the gayer part 
of mankind a total indifference about it; and 


that thoſe who do think at all, generally car- 


ry their ſuſpicions to the greateſt length, when 
they are prevented from ſpeaking out? If this 


is not the caſe, if there is no conſiderable E- 
vil of this kind lurking among them, why all 
thoſe daſtardly apprehenſions at every the leaſt 
Symptom of it, why all thoſe unwarrantable 
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the id barbarous methods of Impriſonment, Tor- 


and ture, Death, to ſtiffle it immediatly at its birth ? 
has * Precautions, which in an age like this the 


Credit of their Religion would prevent them 
from uſing, if they were not abundantly con- 
rinc'd of their Neceſſity. Beſides, the Que- 
ion is not ſo properly concerning the Place 
xiſt, in which Infidelity is profeſs d, as about the 
"Favſe which originally gave riſe to it, and the 


* 4 Notions by which it is principally ſupported. 
ri. Tet the Church of Rome therefore ſatisfy Her- 
8 0 f If and Us with relation to the following par- 
fa, Hiculars, Whether the arrogant Demand of a 
Ob. Vind and unlimited Obedience to Eccleſiaſtical | 


-pti- Authority, join d to the obſervation that this 


of Deference was fooliſhly paid and abus d to the 
ob. Worſt purpoſes for ſeveral centuries together, 
that J not apt to inſpire men with a diſguſt for all 
nat. Submiſſion to Eccleſiaſtical Authority? Whe- 
part ther the Detection of a long ſeries of the 
and Moſt impudent Forgeries and Impoſtures may 
car. Mot eaſily give riſe to ſuch a ſuſp:c:ous Turn of 
hen Mind, as is deſtructive even of that Reliance 
this on the teſtimony of former ages, which is 
E. heceſſary to the ſupport of any ſtanding Re- 
„all! Velation? And laſtly, Whether by obtruding 
ft 5 ſome vile and palpable Abſurdities under the 
ble Nenerable notion of Myſteries, She has not af- 
and N forded 
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forded too great an handle to Superficial Un. 


quirers to reject every thing they cannot ſee 
clearly into, as uſeleſs or incredible? And if 
theſe conſiderations are not ſufficient to ac- 
count for the origin and progreſs of Infideli. 


ty amongſt us, it may perhaps be in ſome re. 


ſpects indirectly owing to the Reformation. 


Since by repreſenting in the ſtrongeſt light | 


the indiſpenſableneſs of a fmcere Obedience to 
the genuine Precepts of the Goſpel, it has - 
forc'd many to become its avom d Adverſaries, 


| whoarithe more inde/gent Galtiſtty of the K. 
miſh Church might have retain'd in their 20. 


minal adherence to the Profeſſion of ri | 
ſKtianity. 3 
Secondly, The dove reflections concenting 9 


the Manner and Degree in which Popery af. 


fects the Credibility of the Goſpel, point out 


to us the true Nature and Genius of it. We 


may hence perceive, That it is a Syſtem, the 


falſehood of which in ſeveral of its funda- 
mental articles appears, not merely from a 


critical Examination of the darker Paſſages in 
Holy Scripture, or even its inconſiſtency with 
other Doctrines more plainly deliver'd in it, 


but as it ſtands condemn'd by the common 


Principles and natural Sentiments of mankind: | 
That as on eats account it is unable to ſub- 
fiſt. 
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itſelf on the footing of right Reaſon, ſo 


J tends moreover to involve the whole fabric 


of Chriſtianity in one common Ruin with it: 


Ind that this its baneful influence reaches, not 
_ only to thoſe external (ircumſtances by which 
dhe Goſpel is ſupported, but penetrates into 
the very Subſtance of it, alters its Nature, de- 


Fats its End, and en the moſt exalted 


and rational Scheme of Religion into an im- 
pure mixture of Worldly Policy, Superſtition, 
and Enthuſiaſm. 


Such was the Yoke, which neither our Fee, 


gor we were able to bear, and which, by our 
4 Frovidential Deliverances from the repeated 
_ Jattempts that have been made to bring us a- 


gain into ſubjection to it, has fo juſtly given 


gccaſion for This Day's Solemaity : A Solem- 
_" Wity, which can need no enforcement to the 
"Conſtant and proper Obſervance of it, if we 
Feonſider 


Diraly, That theſe Attempts on our Reli- 
gion and Liberties were not ſo much the ca- 


| ſua! effects of the private Wickedneſs or Folly 
of particular Perſons, as the neceſſary reſult 
of the Nature and Spirit of the Syſtem they 


embrac d. This the uniform Proceedings of 


2 the Romi ſyh Church in numberleſs paſt inſtan- 


= and * behaviour at preſent, wherever 
ii She 
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Upon Vs, not as perſons differing from her 
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She is fully able to exert herſelf, - ſufficient | 


demonſtrate. And yet Popery, it is pretend. 
ed, has taken a milder Turn, and the profeſ. 


ſors of it have been ſo far humaniz d by the 


learning and refinement of theſe latter apes, 
that they are no longer now thoſe ſavage 
perſecutors and factious diſturbers of ſociety, 


which they formerly were. That this may in. 


deed be the caſe of many private Perſons of 
that perſwaſion will not be denied. But what 
ſolid Dependence can reaſonably be placd 


on any ſuppos d Change of Diſpoſition, ari. 


ſing merely from a particular Conjuncture o 
Circumſtances, and which may perhaps make 
men better, than their Belief, if they acted 
conſiſtently with it, would allow them to be. 
For the Temper of that Religion towards 
"thoſe who diſſent from it, whatever different 
appearances Policy may require it to put on, 


is and muſt be invariably the ſame. It is 


founded on the very firſt Principles of the 


Church of Rome, and the light in which they 


oblige her to look upon Her ſelf and Us: 
Upon Herſelf, as the Mother and Miſtreſs of 
all other Churches, the Sole Depoſitary of the 
Catholic Tradition, and the Final and Infal- 


lible Judge of all Controverſies concerning it: 


in 


nth in Opinion, but as Rebels to her Authority 
end. as the Subverters of a Society, to which the 
oel Bight: and concerns of all others are entirely 
7 the to give way; and as doom d on theſe accounts 
ages, o ſo deplorable a ſtate hereafter, that com- 
vage mon Charity requires her to uſe every reme- 
jety, dy in her power, how painful ſoever it may 
y in. ſeem, for our recovery, or, if that be impoſ- 
:5 of Able, to prevent us at leaſt from involving 
what others in the like calamity with outſtiver 
lacd Laſtly, if to the light in which She views Her- 
ari. elf and Us, we add that in which She ap- 
re of Pears to Us, we cannot but ſee at once the 
nake intimate connection of Fraud and Violence 
ed With ſuch a combination of Superſtition and 
5 be, Impoſture, and that the Temper of Popery, 
'ards Af we are ever ſo unhappy as to give it an 
rent © opportunity of exerting itſelf, will be always 
on. no leſs deſtructive of our C:vi] and Rligious 
It is 1 than its Doctrines are of the Si- 
" the 72 and Deſign of the Goſpel. 
they May theſe and the like Conſiderations there- 
Us: fore inſpire us with a juſt Senſe of the mani- 
ſs of fold Bleſſings, which were as on This Day 
F the vouchſaf d us, In our Deliverance both from 
nfal- the horrid Conſpiracy, and the more recent Do- 
g it: minion, of Popery, and particularly in the pre- 
| her ent conſequence of the latter, the Eſtabliſh- 
ment 
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30 ] f 
ment of a Succeſſion of Proteſtant Princes on 
the Throne of theſe Kingdoms. May this 
Eſtabliſnment be as laſting, as it is neceſſary 
to our Welfare. May all Attempts to defeat 
it be attended with the Succeſs, they deſerve. 
And may neither our Vices nor Diſſenſions 
derogate from the Value of theſe Bleſſings, 
or proyoke the Ane to withdraw them 
from us. 


Soon after — will be 


4 The firſt Part of a new „ Edition of the 


HrBREW BIBLE without Points, containing 


the PENTATEUCH, by N. Forſter, B. D. Fel- 
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Alſo lately Publiſt'd, 
| Platonis Dialogi Quinque, Gr. Lat. Recen- 


low of C. C. C. Propoſals with a Specimen 

may be ſeen at F. and P. Knapton's in London, 
N Thulbourn's at Es and J. Fletcher's 
3 in * 


fair, notiſque illuſtravit N. Forſter, A. M. Coll.. 
i Chriſti Oxon, Soc. 
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